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When reading the article, Talking Back: Hispanic Media and U.S. Latinidad by Arlene 

Davila, I didn’t realize how true the statements are of how there are no people with darker skin 

being portrayed in the Spanish media. I usually read about how there is no diversity in 

Hollywood films and T.V. shows, but never had I read an article on the lack of diversity in 

Hispanic and Latinx media. It didn’t even occur to me that there was such segregation in film 

and T.V. in Spanish media like the type of segregation that is seen constantly in the films that are 

produced in Hollywood. Now that I am thinking about it, I have noticed that there is a lack of 

representation of dark skinned Hispanics and Latinx actors in film and T.V. 

I grew up in a Mexican household and watching novelas is something that my family 

would do to pass the time. I remember us sitting in the living room watching novelas like 

Destilando Amor, Al Diablo con los Guapos, and Alborada. All of those shows had white 

skinned leads and white skinned minor characters as well. I really don’t remember if there were 

any dark skinned actors in those shows. Even right now, the lack of dark skinned Hispanic actors 

being represented in the media is still noticeable. The only dark skinned actor that I think of that 

appears in a recent novela is Jeimy Osorio who comes from Puerto Rican descent. She appears in 

the Telemundo produced novela Una Maid en Manhattan, albeit, playing a housekeeper. There is 

some progress though, as the Brazilian film Cidade de Deus stars an all Black-Brazilian cast as 

well as the upcoming Mexican film La Negrada which is set to be the first ever Mexican 

produced film with an all black cast. 



The relationship that I could find with the article with what has been discussed over class 

is the topic of identity. I think that when people watch movies or T.V. shows they want to see 

people who look like them be represented in a positive light. What we have talked about in class 

is how we identify with our own Latinidad, and I noticed in the article how a student thought that 

she shouldn’t consider herself being apart of our culture even though she is Hispanic just because 

she didn’t watch any novelas. We shouldn’t feel like we don’t qualify to be apart of our own race 

and culture.  


